




































































an article in Le Swd-Est, Valence, describing how a dowser
discovered the body of a murdered man; an account from
L’Echo de Paris of the finding of the coffin and remains of Mére
Alix Le Clerc, founder of the convent of Notre Dame at Nancy, by
a sourciére of twenty on a plan at Dijon ; an account in Le Matin of
the discovery of ancient burials by a dowser on a farm 5o kilos
from La Rochelle ; a description in Le Courrier de Genéve of Abbé
Mermet’s explanation, proved correct, of the disappearance of a
child which had been carried off by an eagle.

There is a continuation of Method of instruction in Radiesthésie in
which the author deals with dowsing from plans.

Study of radiesthetic fields, by Maurice Alby, describes in rather
complicated detail the nature and position of fields surrounding
underground water.

Dr. Baraduc’s Biometer, by D. Lecouffe, is the result of Major
Pogson’s reference on p. 55 of B.S.D.J. 3. Information about
Dr. Baraduc is given by Dr. Regnault. A short description of
the biometer by M. Padovani and M. André Bost confirms
Major Pogson’s description of the biometer and includes a
list of Dr. Baraduc’s works. M. Térestchenko states that the
biometer does not give as good result as the Szhénométre of Dr.
Joire. It appears that the biometer is one of numerous
apparatus by various inventors for the study of the vital fluid.

MM. Turenne and Lemonnier describe how they located on a
plan of a property near Strasbourg two points in a house where
indications of cancer were discernible and how by their advice its
effects were neutralized.

LLA CHRONIQUE DES SOURCIERS

In the August number there is a review of Les Radiations
Humaines, by M. C. Voillaume, a short article on the adjustment of
the pendulum, and a note on a book, La Matiére, by Georges
Lakhovsky.

In the September number the adherence to the ¢ movement ’ is
announced of two well-known scientists, MM. d’Arsonval and
Claude. A case is given of a successful boring carried out six
metres away from an old well that had run dry.

The October number contains remarks on the Congtess at
Lausanne. It was attended by Abbé Lambert, Mayor of Oran,
who some time ago carried out experiments in Hyde Park. A
remarkable report on agriculture was made by General Lemoine.
M. Armand Viré will be President of the next Congtress.
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The British Society of Dowsers.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

In accordance with the notice in the September Journal,
the General Meeting was held at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, October
10th, at York House, Portugal Street, W.C.2.

Thirteen members were present.

The President, Colonel A. H. Bell, read the following
Report :—

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

It is now about seventeen months since the meeting was
held in this room at which it was decided to form this Society.
On that occasion we formulated the Rules, Rule V. being to
the effect that a General Meeting would be held annually. In
accordance with that rule this meeting was announced in the
Jast journal.

Between 40 and 50 people were present at that f irst
meeting, all or nearly all of whom became members. Since
then our numbers have been growing steadily, and on June
30th our membership amounted to about 250. We have repre-
centatives of the Society all over the globe, not only in the
Dominions and Colonies, but in France, Switzerland, Austria,
Mexico and South America.

It is inevitable that some subscribers should fall out
during the current year, but T have no doubt that our numbers
will be at least maintained, if not increased ; we have already
acquired about 60 new members since the end of June.

I will now briefly review the activities of the Society
during the first year of its existence, so that we may see to what
extent the objects of the Society as laid down at the original
meeting have been fulfilled.

We have issued a journal every three months containing
for the most part original articles by members of the Society
and reviews of foreign publications, and I should like to take
this opportunity of thanking all who have sent contributions,
and at the same time of inviting others who have information
which 'would be of interest to give us the benefit of their know-
ledge by sending in articles themselves.

Meetings were held at 12 Park Crescent by the kindness
of Dr. Munro on October 3rd, December 7th, February 13th
and April 5th, at which talks were given by certain members
on various subjects connected with radio physics—to give it
a more scientific name. And again I must thank all those who
were kind cnough to give us the benefit of their experience—
and also Dr. Munro, who, in addition, gave us tea.




A Congress was held on June Tst'and 2nd, the first day
heing devoted to lectures given at the rooms of the Royal Asiatic
Society by Mr. Timms, Mr. Tompkins, Major Pogson, Dr. Wright
and Captain Trinder ; and the second day to a meeting at my
house at Lindfield, in Sussex, at which members had the oppor-
tunity of trying various experiments.

Further, a meeting was arranged by Sir George Abercromby
and Miss Macqueen at Forglen House, Turiff, in Aberdeenshire.
at which about 70 were present. Addresses were given by
Miss Penrose and Captain Trinder, and afterwards various
tests were held. Very great interest was shown, and several
of those present have since joined the Society.

I have been compiling a register of water diviners, not
only from members of the Society, but from names which I
have seen mentioned in newspapers and have heard from other
sources, and have about 130 names noted down.

I have frequently been asked to supply the names of
dowsers to find water in some particular locality and have often
been able to give the information required without delay. Un-
fortunately, T have seldom been informed of the result.

Other members have received requests direct and have
given the names of suitable dowsers, and, of course, many of
our members who are themselves dowsers have carried out
locations in various places.

Requests I have received have not only been in connec-
tion with the location of water. For instance, I was once asked
whether I could recommend anyone who could find a gold ring.
I did so at once, but have not been informed of the result.

On another occasion I was asked if I could help in finding
a lost dog. T at once passed the information on to one of our
members who had experimented in that branch of the subject,
and T am glad to say that he was instrumental in the dog being
found about 130 miles away from its home. i

Various members of the Society have helped to dispel
the general ignorance on the subject of radio physics or dowsing
by giving lectures on various subjects, notably Dr. Wright,
Captain Trinder and Miss Macqueen. Captain Edney gave a
lecture at the Institution 'of Royal Engineers at Chatham, and
I myself spoke at the meetings of three Rotary Societies in
Sussex : as a result of one of these talks one of our members
was, I believe, employed successfully to find a supply of water
for a laundry at Worthing.

The Minister of Health was approached by at least two
of our members and myself with a view to the employment of
water diviners in connection with local supplies, but without
success.

In the House of Commons on February 8th, Major Mills,
Member for the New Forest, asked the Minister of Health if
he was aware that offers of help in locating springs and supplies
of water throughout the country had been made by the British
Society of Dowsers and whether he proposed to avail himself
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of any such offer in cases of local shortage of water, or to pass
on to local authorities the information that such help is freely
offered.

Sir Hilton Young replied that the answer to the first
part of the question was in the affirmative, and that as regards
the second part, local authorities were primarily responsible for
the technical methods adopted and that on the information
before him he did not think it would be useful that he should
recommend the employment by them of dowsers.

In connection with this reply—if I may be allowed to
digress—it is interesting to note the extent to which water
diviners have been used by local Government bodies during the
past year or so.

The most interesting case from our point of view is that
of the Fifeshire County Council, where the County Engineer,
at the suggestion of one of our members, employed Mr, John
Clarke, the well-known water diviner of Ab Kettelby, Leicester-
shire, to locate positions for boreholes in different parts of the
county. Borings have been made at three of the spots indicated
and in two cases satisfactory supplies have been found.

According to newspaper reports water diviners have also
been employed by the Kincardine County Council, and by the
following District Councils, mostly Rural :—

South Molton, Braintree, Beaminster, Sherburn, Southam,
Ringwood and Fordingbridge, Petersfield, Honiton, Smallburgh,
Cockermouth, Monmouth, Shepton Mallet, Shipston on Stour,
Truro, Oswaldtwistle, Tavistock, East Kesteven, Montrose,
Harrington, Mangotsfield, Brandon, Faringdon, Dursley, Rothwell,
Oswestry, Roscommon, Calne and Chippenham, Loddon and
Clavering, Northampton, St. Austell, Berkbamsted, St. Ives,
Crediton, Stratton.

And by the following Parish Councils :—

Acomb, Ronaldkirk, Fivehead, Middleton, Cheney, Bramshead,
Tidenham.

And no doubt there are others.

It looks, therefore, as if the distrust of the Minister of
Health regarding water diviners is not by any means universal
amongst governing bodies, and that official opinion is more
enlightened than it was in 1897, when the payment to a well-
known water diviner for finding water at Portcawl was dis-
allowed by the auditor, not because an excellent supply of
water had not been found but because it had been found in an
illegal manner. ]

Official distrust of water diviners is, I think, often inspired
by geologists holding government appointments, who seem
for the most part to entertain an unreasoning prejudice towards
water diviners and all their works. It is therefore a noteworthy
fact that a geologist holding an appointment at the University
of St. Andrew’s recently expressed in a lecture to a Rotary
Club a limited belief in water divining, and stated that no geologist
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can fix an exact site for a well or state the exact depth at which
water will be encountered, and the amount of the flow.

This is a contrast to the statement of another geologist,
one holding an appointment on the geological survey, who,
during a discussion at a meeting of the British Association at
Aberdeen, is reported to have protested against the employ-
ment of water diviners instead of geologists, classing the former
with herbalists and faith-healers !

Unlike the Ministry of Health, the War Department has
a very broadminded outlook on the subject.

Last year an officer of the Royal Engineers, who is a
member of our Society, attended the International Congress
at Paris at Government expense.

The Royal Engineer Board, whose function it is to
investigate and test new ideas and inventions which might
be of value from the engineering point of view, is in close touch
with us, and an officer on the Board is a member of this Society.
I was asked by the Board in the early summer for the names
of three members who would try to locate water at Porton, on
Salisbury Plain, where an increased supply was required. Even-
tually six members gave locations, but there was a certain
lack of unanimity in the selection of points likely to give the
required supply. Boring has been carried out on a spot which
five members reported on unfavourably, and there is a certain
melancholy satisfaction in the fact that the forecasts of these
five have been realised and that the supply is inadequate.

Another mark of the interest now taken by the War
Department is the fact that all young officers of the Royal
Engineers are now tested for their aptitude whilst going through
their course of training at the School of Military Engineering at
Chatham. Last August Major Creyke and myself were present
when the tests were carried out, and Major Creyke kindly assisted
Captain Edney—himself an experienced dowser who was in
charge of the arrangements—Dby giving lectures and demonstra-
tions. Out of 24 officers tested, 19 showed more or less aptitude.

We have several members abroad who are doing investiga-
tions of value.

Mr. W. F. Fraetas, of Cape Town, well known for his
study of colour emanations, has been carrying out experiments
with some clay found by an old dowser near Cape Town, which
several authorities consider to be radio-active. Samples have
been tested at the instance of Dr. Wright, and by Dr. Richards,
and by Mr. Shrapnell Smith, of our Society, and M. Mager,
M. Turenne, of France, and Dr. W. N. Seymour, of Iowa. It
is thought that the clay contains the missing element 87 of
atomic weight 223 and that it possesses therapeutic properties.

If anyone here requires a specimen I will be glad to send
him one.

Mr. Hawker, of S. Australia, and Mr. Busby., of N.S.
Wales, are keen experimenters: so, too, is Mr. Thomas, of
Tasmania.
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Lieut.-Colonel Cunningham and Mr. Sprott have both
done some dowsing in the new goldfields in Kenya.

Mr. Fleming, of British Columbia, has had an unusual
range of experience in dowsing for oil and gold in British Columbia
and Alberta. I hope to put something about his activities
in the Journal.

The existence of our Society is, of course, fully recognised
by similar Societies on the Continent, and we exchange journals
with the large and comprehensive society called—

1. Association des Amis de la Radiesthésie,

and also with the
Societé de Radiesthésie du Languedoc,
La Prospection a Distance,
La Cote d’Azur Médicale,
La Chronique des Sourciers,
Internationaler Verein der Wiinschelrutenforscher.

Apart from the obvious activities of the Society, I think
its influence can be traced in the frequency with which instances
of the work of dowsers are reported in the newspapers. The
very word ‘ dowser >’ was seldom seen in print until recently,
as few people understood what it meant. Now hardly a day
passes without some reference to dowsing of one kind or another.

Apart from the use of water diviners by local Government
bodies which I have already referred to, there have been numerous
reports in the papers of the finding of water for private houses
and properties. One frequently reads of this or that man,
woman or child who has suddenly realised that he or she possesses
the * gift,” and imagines (quite incorrectly) that he or she is a
full-fledged water diviner.

As you no doubt observed, our Congress in June was
reported in many papers, and a good deal of notice was taken
of the use of dowsers by the War Department on Salisbury Plain.

There seems to be a marked change too, in the manner
in which the subject is referred to. Some of the more popular
papers still seem to consider that the subject is a suitable one
for the exercise of an inferior form of wit. but others of a more
thoughtful tendency appear to realise that they are dealing
with a genuine and valuable natura! faculty which is worthy
of serious study and consideration.

An example of this is provided by a short article in ** The
Morning Post »* of September 25th, in which the location of the
body of Mr. Reginald Smith in the River Wharfe by the Rich-
mond water diviner, Mr. Robert Brotton, was reported as if
the location of dead bodies by dowsing were a matter of estab-
lished practice. A short time ago such an event would either
have been ignored as being unworthy of the notice of intelligent
people or the report would have been accompanied by foolish
references to magic or necromancy.
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This aspect of dowsing—the tracing of dead bodies—
which may be looked upon as a special case of the finding of
lost objects, is becoming common, and it is surprising that the
Police do not take advantage of the possibilities it offers. Early
last year Mr. John Clarke, one of our members, located five
bodies within the space of a few weeks, as was described in
our second Journal. The Rev. Thomas Williams, a member,
has recently been instrumental in the recovery of three bodies,
and I see from the papers that a Police Sergeant Steele, of Oak-
thorpe, Leicestershire, also uses a rod for the same purpose.
Mr. Brotton has apparently located bodies on several previous
occasions, and last year Mr. Bruton, of Cowley, located the
dead body of a boy in the Cherwell.

An aspect of dowsing, better called radiophysics, in
which we are interested, namely, the use of the rod and pendulum
for the diagnosis of disease and selection of remedies, is but
little known in this country at present, though it seems to be
becoming much more widely studied in IFrance. No doubt
it will be some time before its value and possibilities are appre-
ciated by the public here. In connection with this branch of
our subject, it is interesting to note that a Congress has just
been held at Venice on a newly formulated science called electro-
radio-biology, which wonld inciude the study of all forms of
radiation given out by a human living body.

Similarly, the use of dowsing methods for agricultural
purposes seems to be little known at present, but I understand
from one of our members that a crop of oats has turned out
exceptionally well after the soil had been treated in accordance
with indications furnished by these methods. :

The field was of five acres : one-half was not manured,
one-quarter was treated with fertiliser and the remaining quarter
with fertiliser to which a certain quantity of Epsom Salts had
been added. The crop on this portion was superior to that
on the rest of the field.

We will now turn to the future.

So far as the location of water and minerals is concerned,
where most diviners seem to fail sooner or later is in the estima-
tion of depth and quantity. Those of us who have the oppor-
tunity should, I think, do all we can to discover reliable methods
for arriving at these factors. Having done so, we should
communicate our methods to other members by means of the
Journal. It can then be discovered to what extent any particular
method is generally applicable. Many of the elaborate systems
which certain French dowsers have invented seem to be peculiar
to themselves and are not generally workable by other dowsers.

It will also be valuable to ascertain to what extent
colours used with the rod and pendulum are peculiar to in-
dividuals, and whether * samples” can be used with equal
effect by all dowsers. It seems that some can derive no value
from them.
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Now a word about our Journal.
As our members are so widely scattered and cannot all
attend meetings, our Journal is the chief means of disseminating
information. It therefore bhehoves any member who has any-
thing of general interest to communicate, to write an account
of it and send it to the Editor, and, as our space is limited,
to make it as short and clear as possible.

Tt is suggested that questions on points of interest should
be sent to the Editor, answers to which would, if possible, be
published in the Journal.

We receive a number of French publications from time
to time which require reviewing, and I have just received a
copy of the Italian journal. I would be glad to know of anyone
who would help in this.

Now I come to the question of finance.

In accordance with Rule IV. a statement of accounts
was sent out within two months of the end of our year —June
30th.

I hope you will agree that our financial position is at
present. satisfactory.

THE BRITISH SOCIETY OF DOWSERS.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING June 30T, 1934,

RiCEIPTS. EXPENDITURE.
£ s, d. g e d.
227 Annual Mem- Crypt House Press
bers at 5s. ... 56 15 0 —Printing Jrnl. 52 4 6
18 Life Members Vaux & Cramp-
at £3 3s. . 56 14 0 ton Ltd. — En-
Donations e 240 90 gravers... 1811
Subsecriptions pre- Sundry Stationery 2 12 2
paid, 1934-35 ... 13 13 4 ‘ Postage Stamps... 9 0 11
Sale of Journals... 7 0 11 Cheque Book ... 5.0
Subseriptions  to Expenses of Con-
LondonCongress gress in London 8 4 9
Expenses AR 0 L G e
73 6 3
Balance Cash in
Bank ... .. 94 8 6
£167 9 9 £167 9 9

Audited and found correct.

18.7.34. E. E. ORFORD.
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You will see that the total income from annual subserip-
tions and sale of journals amounted to £63 15s. 11d., whilst
the working expenses for the year amounted to £65 1s. 6d.
As a few subscriptions had not been paid at the end of the
year the income and expenditure for the year have just about
balanced.

Receipts from the Congress amounted to £8 17s. 6d., and
the expenditure to £8 4s. 9d.

There remains as a balance the sum derived from dona-
tions and life members, amounting to about £81.

This is satisfactory as far as it goes, but it . not be
possible to increase the size of the Journal or to embark on new
activities till we have a larger membership or have received a
few substantial legacies.

By the way, lest you should accuse the Society of undue
frivolity, I should like to explain that the Christmas card sent
out last Christmas was not a charge on the Society’s funds.

That, Ladies and Gentlemen, is my report, and -
would be glad of any suggestions regarding the Socic'
especially regarding next vear’s Congress.

Two suggestions have been made during the com
the vear.

One by Mr. B. S. Peake was to the effect that member.
of the Society should have the right to use “ B.S.D.” after
their names when they have acquired a certain degree of skill
or have made some contribution in a technical way to the science.
1 don’t know whether there is any legal point involved in this
use of initials, but T hardly think that the status of the Society
is as yet sufficiently established to make it expedient for us
to adopt a practice of this kind at present.

Another suggestion, made to me by Canon Crosthwait,
was that local branches of the Society should be started. Some-
thing of this kind has already been done in Aberdeen, where
there is a centre of interest, through the initiative of Sir G.
Abercromby and Miss Macqueen. T think the idea an excellent
one, but it seems to me that any local Society should originate
as a result of local effort based on local interest.

No discussion took place on these points.

Tt was, at the suggestion of the President, decided to
substitute the word * Council” for  Committee ”” as being
more in keeping with the scientific nature of the Society.
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